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What and who is In Control Australia 

In Control Australia is a group of individuals and organisations who aim to bring about systemic policy change in Australia to enable individuals with disability and their families to self manage their support.  In Control Australia is something new in the disability sector. We are not a service provider or an advocacy group. We are not a peak body or a representative group of only one part of the sector. We are a movement, a collective, a portal for information, a facilitator of dialogue and critique. Our members are people living with disability, family members, service providers, government workers and other interested citizens. As our membership and role evolve so will we. 

Upcoming events

Keep your eye on the coming events section of the In Control website for forums.

Melbourne - In Control Australia discussion forum on self-directed funding on Wednesday November 11 at 2.30pm. Come to the 4th floor Ross House, 247 Flinders lane Melbourne. 

Sydney – How does self-directed support work in practice? All day forum November 24 (10am to 3.30pm) at NSW Parliament House Theatrette.  RSVP phillipa@family-advocacy.com

If you want to host a form in your local area please contact Rachel Lawson on admin@in-control.org.au . 

News

South Australian pilot launched 

The South Australian government has announced there will be pilot of self-directed funding for 50 people, and they are calling it a first-stage implementation. Unfortunately it will only be available to those 50 people who will be selected by a panel. Other limitations include that people will not be allowed to directly employ their support workers, and must have their personal plan developed by a government supplied facilitator. Still it is a great staring point and we hope that the passionate people of South Australia will show the government that they want this to stay, become broader and improve. Details of the government information sheet and other media releases are on the In Control website.

Capacity building in Victoria

The Victorian government has put some funding towards capacity building of people with disability, and families who want to manage their own supports. Training and support is currently being developed by key advocacy and training groups, with In Control Australia providing some support and information. Ongoing support and capacity building are key components to making self-directed funding a success and so it is great to see the Victorian government taking that on board. 


Frequently Asked Questions on self-directed funding available

The comprehensive fact sheet on self-directed funding that has been developed and is on the In Control website is proving to be very popular.  The FAQ answers questions like 'What is self-directed funding?' 'Will I have to manage my own budget?' and 'Will there be limits on what I can use my funding for?' plus many more. There is also a great example of how self-directed  funding can work at the end. Pass it on to politicians and bureaucrats who don't understand self-directed funding.   

Website - latest documents and links www.in-control.org.au 

Check out the latest documents and links available on the website including notes from previous In Control Australia forums.

Canadian report 'A home that's rights for me' – Jenny Carver 2009 

The Personalised Residential Supports project WA – Errol Cox and Ross Boaden 2009

Planned Individual Networks WA website

Blue Skies – future vision for Queenslanders with Disability website 

…...And many more.

On-line forums are now up and running, register on the website now to post your experience, thoughts and ideas on self-directed funding in Australia. 

How can you be involved?

· Host an In Control Australia Forum in your state or region.  Contact Rachel Lawson on admin@in-control.org.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@in-control.org.au"
 
· Pass on tools you have used to self-manage that you can share with others. We will post them on the website.

· Let us know of news and events of self-directed funding in your area.

· Register on the website to become a member www.in-control.org.au 

