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What and who is In Control Australia 

In Control Australia is a group of individuals and organisations who aim to bring about systemic policy change in Australia to enable individuals with disability and their families to self manage their support.  In Control Australia is something new in the disability sector. We are not a service provider or an advocacy group. We are not a peak body or a representative group of only one part of the sector. We are a movement, a collective, a portal for information, a facilitator of dialogue and critique. Our members are people living with disability, family members, service providers, government workers and other interested citizens. As our membership and role evolve so will we. 

Spreading the word on self-directed funding in South Australia and Queensland.

Adelaide - In South Australia strong interest and support for self-directed funding was shown in the June 5th one day conference. Around 80+ people attended the event to hear presentations from individuals, family members and service providers on how self-directed supports can, and do work.  Half of the day was dedicated to hearing from participants what they thought of self-directed funding and what action they want to happen. This was followed up with a half-day forum on August 7 for the many people who were unable to attend the conference in June. All the presentations and notes are available on the In Control website www.in-control.org.au

 HYPERLINK "http://www.in-control.org.au/"
 .
One of the actions from the Adelaide forum has been to develop a Frequently Asked Questions on self-directed funding, which is now also available on the In Control website. Look out for further information and campaigns to come out of the list of actions from the Adelaide forums. 

Brisbane - Two successful workshops around “Self-directed Support & Personalised Budgets in Queensland” were held in Brisbane on 17 June and 30 July. Community Resource Unit (CRU) co-hosted these events with Mamre Association.  The level of interest was very high with approximately 80 people attending each event. Professor Lesley Chenoweth from Griffiths University,  and Robbi Williams convenor of In Control Australia, presented numerous examples of studies, research and practice from overseas and elsewhere in Australia where self-directed funding is working well. The panel of four local speakers presented arrangements that are presently operating successfully in Queensland.  Several of the speakers highlighted the fact that receiving individualised funding doesn’t in itself guarantee a good life for people with disability.  However it is one piece of the solution that may lead to people who live with disability and their families having more choice and control over their own lives.  CRU intends to continue exploring, promoting and sharing aspects of successful arrangements that lead to better lives for people with disability. 

These presentations are available on Community Resource Unit’s website using the following link. http://www.cru.org.au/projects/selfdirectedsupport/selfdirectedsupport.htm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cru.org.au/projects/selfdirectedsupport/selfdirectedsupport.htm"
 For further information contact Kym McCallum: ph: (07) 3211 5700, email: kymmccallum@cru.org.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:kymmccallum@cru.org.au"
 
Frequently Asked Questions on self-directed funding available to download.

A comprehensive fact sheet on self-directed funding has been developed and is now on the In Control website on the right hand of the home page. The FAQ answers questions like 'What is self-directed funding?' 'Will I have to manage my own budget?' and 'Will there be limits on what I can use my funding for?' plus many more. There is also a great example of how self-directed  funding can work at the end. Many thanks to Lisa Quinn from the Muscular Dystrophy Association in SA for her initial work.  

Upcoming events

Keep your eye on the coming events section of the In Control website for forums happening in NSW in November and Tasmania later this year.

If you want to host a form in your local area please contact Samantha Jenkinson on admin@in-control.org.au . 

News

South Australian pilot or first stage implementation for self-directed funding?

Word on the street is that there will be a 'pilot' later this calendar year, possibly involving 50 persons.  However, nothing has been formally announced. At time of writing, it is hard to assume anything.   Our hope is that any initiative is not a pilot or trial, but a first-stage

implementation, where the Individualised Funding methodology is road-tested and then refined, without pre-set limits of the number of people who can be involved.  We think there is plenty of evidence of success elsewhere and that it does not warrant yet another pilot.

QLD pilot of self-directed funding

There is news of a self-directed brokerage pilot happening in Queensland with limited numbers. We are unclear at this point whether people in rural areas will be included in the pilot. If people are interested in being part of a pilot or implementation, we would suggest you contact Disability Services Queensland to show your interest.       

Update from NSW

Over the past 6 months, the NSW Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care has been exploring the impact of providing greater flexibility and control to users of services. This has happened through the implementation of four pilot/demonstration projects and through two important pieces of research, one that evaluates the services accessed by DADHC clients and a second piece of action research (yet to be commenced) that will review and monitor progress in the four pilots. In Control Australia is a member of the DADHC External Working Group on Individualised Support and members of In Control are members of DADHC's Evaluation Steering Group that is overseeing its research.

Website - latest documents and links www.in-control.org.au 

Check out the latest documents and links available on the website including notes from previous In Control Australia forums.

Presentation and notes from the In Control presentation at the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) conference.

Disability Inclusion Allowance, policy paper from AFDO.

National Disability Insurance Scheme website.  Join the campaign!

…...And many more.

On-line forums are now up and running, register on the website now to post your experience, thoughts and ideas on self-directed funding in Australia. 

How can you be involved?

· Host an In Control Australia Forum in your state or region.  Contact Samantha Jenkinson on admin@in-control.org.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@in-control.org.au"
 
· Pass on tools you have used to self-manage that you can share with others. We will post them on the website.

· Let us know of news and events of self-directed funding in your area.

· Register on the website to become a member www.in-control.org.au 


Contact Samantha Jenkinson, Executive Officer, on admin@in-control.org.au for further information, to pass on information or feedback.

