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What and who is In Control Australia 

In Control Australia is something new in the disability sector. We are not a service provider or an advocacy group. We are not a peak body or a representative group of only one part of the sector.

We are a movement, a collective, a portal for information, a facilitator of dialogue and critique. Our members are people living with disability, family members, service providers, government workers and other interested citizens. As our membership and role evolve so will we. At this point in time we do not charge a membership fee (see the item called For Clarification at the end of this newsletter for further information about us).

A number of key organisations and individuals are contributing to the development of In Control Australia, and of course our movement is also able to have influence because of the countless individuals and organisations who have been promoting individualised funding and self-directed services for many years. Let’s keep working for change!  

Upcoming events

In Control Australia Forums

Self-directed funding in South Australia – One day Conference

Friday June 5 2009 @ Julia Farr Association, 104 Greenhill Rd Unley SA

Go to www.in-control.org.au to download the registration form.

Self-directed supports and personalised budgets in QLD

Wednesday June 17 2009 @ Queen Alexandra Building, 347 Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo QLD 

Contact Margaret Ward: Margaret.Ward@mamre.org.au for more information or download the registration form from www.in-control.org.au .

Other events

Australian Federation of Disability Organisations conference - Policy About Us;For Us

The first national policy conference by and for people with disability focusing on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability. 

May 28 – 29 2009 @ Jasper Hotel Melbourne

Go to www.afdo.org.au for more information

Reaching Our Full Potential; International experiences in contemporary support models for people living with disability. Presentation by Professor Tim Stainton.

Monday 25 May 2009 @ Tram Sheds, Launceston Tasmania.

Contact Jane Wardlaw: jane.wardlaw@utas.edu.au for more information 

News

Victoria – Disability Services in Victoria have produced a new information brochure on their move from more traditional service arrangements to a service system that provides flexibility, greater control and choice, called Support Your Way. 

http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/disability/improving_supports/self-directed-support/whats-new-in-self-directed-support/support-your-way-a-self-directed-approach-for-victorians-with-a-disability
South Australia - Liberal Party launch individualised funding policy in lead up to 2010 elction http://www.martin2010.com.au/Articles/downloads/20090406-disability-services.pdf
New South Wales – Liberal Party release discussion paper on personalising disability services http://www.startthechange.com.au/news/health-news/personalising-disability-services-nsw-liberal/nationals-release-paper.html
Website - latest documents and links www.in-control.org.au

Check out the latest documents available on the website including notes from previous In Control Australia meetings.

'Individualised funding: An overview' by Robbi Williams. A great monograph for getting a feel for what individualised funding is and the elements that make it work.

'Filthy Lucre' by T. Nerney. This paper is from the Centre for Self-determination in the United States and gives an analysis of how far the idea of self-determination has come, best practice in the US, and what still needs to happen and how.

'Erosion of Individualised Funding in Alberta Canada' by Bruce Uditsky. This is an interesting reflective article by the CEO Canada's Alberta Association for Community Living on the need to continue revitalising and fighting for Individualised Funding.

…...And many more.

How can you be involved?

· Join in on-line forum discussions – latest topic is what makes a good model for self-directed funding.

· Host an In Control Australia Forum in your state or region.  Contact Samantha Jenkinson on admin@in-control.org.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@in-control.org.au"
 
· Pass on tools you have used to self-manage that you can share with others. We will post them on the website.

· Let us know of news and events of self-directed funding in your area.

· Register on the website to become a member www.in-control.org.au 

For Clarification

There has been some mix-up where we have been confused with another organisation, the Social Enterprise Partnerships, which, like In Control Australia, supports the goal of self-directed funding  but is not affiliated to In Control Australia in any financial or legal way. Social Enterprise Partnerships is a Victorian based organisation run by Vern Hughes.  This organisation does charge a membership fee.  


Contact Samantha Jenkinson, Executive Officer, on admin@in-control.org.au for further information, to pass on information or feedback.

